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Mannino’s Grand Slam USA is proud to announce the addition of Coach Karen Linder and NPF 
Rebellion pitcher Emma Johnson to the softball list of Instructors.  
 
Linder comes to Grand Slam after having a 33 year college coaching career where her teams 
experienced outstanding academic and athletic success.  Throughout her career, Linder has  
accumulated 801 victories and has the second most wins recorded by a MAC softball coach. 
Most recently, Linder has spent the last 19 years as the head coach at Division I Kent State 
University with the previous 11 at Division II Ashland University.  Linder began her college 
coaching career at a Union College Kentucky, a NAIA school.    
 
Academic and athletic excellence have always been Linder’s top priorities as is evidenced by 
the national academic standings her teams had at both Ashland and Kent State.  Linder 
coached 125 NFCA Scholar Athletes during her career and several teams were ranked in the 
top 20 of the country for team GPA.  In 2013, the Kent State softball team recorded a 3.66 team 
GPA which ranked second in the country after being third during the 2012 season. During her 
last four seasons at Ashland University, each of her teams recorded more than 30 wins and 
were academically and nationally ranked.   
 
In her last ten seasons, Linder led the Golden Flashes to seven Mid-American Conference East 
Division titles with a combined 146-58 mark in conference play.  During that time, KSU won four 
MAC regular season titles in 2007, 2008, 2010, and 2015 and two MAC Tournament  
championships in 2006 and 2008 leading to a pair of NCAA Tournament appearances, along 
with four Coach of the Year honors. Linder’s most memorable victories came over  #3 Michigan, 
#6 Kentucky, and #15 UCF with pitching standout Emma Johnson on the mound.  Additionally, 
Linder and KSU made a record setting 12 consecutive MAC tournament appearances.  Linder’s 
most unique accomplishment came in 2010 when she passed her father’s, the late Dick  
Fishbaugh, career total.  Together they have the most wins as father/daughter head coaching 
duo in NCAA history. 
 
Linder attributes much of her success to her love for teaching the game.  Coach Linder’s camps 
and showcases have grown to be the biggest and best in the region.  Her showcase camps 
have attracted athletes from all over the USA including participants from California, Arizona, 
Texas, Florida, Georgia, New York, New Jersey, Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania,  
West Virginia, Kentucky, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, and Canada. 
 



 

 

“I am excited to have this opportunity to be working with Mannino’s Grand Slam as we plan to 
host skills camps, team camps, and showcases.  My passion is to teach the game and to help 
young athletes understand the importance of pursuing academic and athletic excellence.   I 
hope to be able to incorporate mental training into our events as well as educate families about 
the college recruiting process.  I want to grow the game in a positive way.” 
 
Emma Johnson comes to Mannino’s Grand Slam after completing a stellar career at Kent State 
University and her rookie season in the National Pro Fastpitch League.  During her career,  
Johnson’s honors include Academic All American, Academic All Region two times, All Region 
two times, MAC Pitcher of the Year two times, and 13 times MAC Pitcher of the Week.  As a 
Golden Flash Johnson is one of the most successful NCAA pitchers to come out of the state of 
Ohio.  In 2015 Johnson ranked in the top six in the national rankings in five categories: 
3rd in ERA .95; 3rd in hits /7 innings 3.4; 5th in shut outs 11; 5th in strike outs / 7 innings 10.9; 
6th in strike outs for season 319.  Johnson was than drafted by the Pennsylvania Rebellion of 
the National Pro Fastpitch League where she continued to collect awards. During her Rookie 
season, she was named Rebellion Pitcher of the Year and was 8th in ERA in the League.  
 
Both Linder and Johnson will be conducting hitting and pitching classes starting in  
November at Mannino’s Grand Slam USA.   Coach Linder will also be conducting Team Skills 
Camps around Ohio as Karen Linder Softball (KLS), a division of MGS.  
 
Located in Dublin, Ohio, Mannino’s Grand Slam USA is Central Ohio’s Premier Baseball and 
Softball training facility.  www.grandslaminfo.com 
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